
2025 OVERALL WINNER • Lauren Winter • 4th Grade • Gibbs Elementary • Mr. Lynch 

Featuring 2025 Arbor Day posters drawn by R   ochester area school children  
and monthly conservation tips from RPU.
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Chimamanda Owelere • 1st Grade • Churchill Elementary • Mrs. Capelle

Hope Serr • 2nd Grade • Gibbs Elementary • Mrs. Parker

The overall winner of the Arbor Day poster contest  
gets an honorary tree planted at their school and  

children learn how to properly plant it.

RPU encourages our customers to  
plant trees through our Partners in 
Planting program. We’ve partnered  
with American Public Power Association’s 
(APPA) TREE POWER program –  
a nationwide effort by public power  
utilities to plant trees. And now we want 
to partner with YOU to plant trees all 
over Rochester! Visit our website for 
more information on Partners in Planting 
and to download coupons toward the  
purchase and care of a new tree.

Arbor Day  

Arbor Day is celebrated by millions of 
people across our country every year.  
It is a day that reminds us of the many 
benefits trees provide our community. 
Trees are an asset that have investment 
value: they conserve energy through 
shade and wind block, filter air pollution, 
reduce storm runoff, and increase  
property value. 
 
Since 2003, Rochester Public Utilities 
(RPU) has involved the community in  
an annual Arbor Day celebration. As  
part of the festivities, a poster contest  
for Rochester elementary students is 
held. This calendar features entries  
from 2025. RPU would like to thank all  
of the students who have participated  
in our poster contest over the years. 
These talented young artists help  
remind us of the importance of trees  
in our community.
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Meredith Fisk • 5th Grade • Gibbs Elementary • Mr. Bitz

Use LED holiday lights and decorations – they are 75% more 
efficient and last up to 25 times longer. You can apply for  
a rebate from RPU on your purchase of new LED lights  

and decorations – up to $12 per string!
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Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center
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New Year’s Eve

Downtown Dazzle Parade 
5:30pm • Downtown Rochester



1ST GRADE WINNER • Rinna Tonne • Jefferson Elementary • Mrs. Schad
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center
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RPU OFFICES CLOSED
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Do you need new appliances for the New Year? Purchase  
Energy Star® and Energy Star® Most Efficient qualified products  

to save energy and money! Plus, RPU offers CONSERVE & SAVE™  
rebates on many appliances, some with a bonus recycling rebate!  

Visit www.rpu.org to download a rebate application.



2ND GRADE WINNER • Doriah Mohamed • Pinewood Elementary • Mrs. Peters
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Install an Energy Star® smart thermostat and  
apply for a CONSERVE & SAVE™ rebate  
from $10 to $100 depending on your  

heating and cooling system!

Valentine’s Day

Presidents’ Day 
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center

Groundhog Day

Super Bowl LX
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3RD GRADE WINNER • Serena Redel • Hoover Elementary • Mrs. Cox
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Do you need a new lawn equipment for this summer?  
RPU offers rebates on Battery-Powered Lawn Equipment:  

chainsaws, lawn trimmers, leaf blowers, and push or riding  
lawn mowers! Visit www.rpu.org to download a rebate application.

St. Patrick’s Day

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center

Daylight Saving Time Begins

First Day of Spring
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Rochester Home & Outdoor Show 
March 20-22 • Mayo Civic Center

Palm Sunday



4TH GRADE WINNER • Andie Bryhn • Elton Hills Elementary • Ms. Chhunn
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Plant a tree in celebration of Arbor Day this month! If you plant a tree today on the west side of your 
home, in 5 years your energy bills should be 3% less. In 15 years, the savings will be nearly 12%. 

Through our Partners in Planting program, RPU can help you with the  
purchase and care of a new tree with $10 nursery and $20 arborist coupons.  

Visit www.rpu.org for more information and to download the coupons.

RPU Arbor Day Celebration 
11am-1pmEarth Day

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center

April Fools’ Day

Tax Day

Passover Begins
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5TH GRADE WINNER • Shaarav Nawale • Washington Elementary • Mrs. Hill
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Mother’s Day

Memorial Day 
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Cinco de Mayo
National Drinking Water Week  

May 3-9

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center

Armed Forces Day
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Completing a tune-up will keep your central air conditioner or air source  
heat pump running efficiently! RPU offers $20, $40, and $60 rebate  

options for three different tune-up levels performed every 2-5 years.  
Visit www.rpu.org to download a rebate application.



Serena Phan • 1st Grade • Pinewood Elementary • Mrs. Winters
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Thinking of purchasing an Electric Vehicle (EV)? RPU offers bill  
credit rebates when you enroll in RPU’s Residential Time-of-Use Rate: 

$500 for new enrollees, $150 per additional EV, and $150 per EV for 
current enrollees. Visit www.rpu.org for a rebate application.

Father’s Day
RPU Board Meeting 

4pm • RPU Service Center

Flag Day

First Day of Summer
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Juneteenth 
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

Rochesterfest 
June 20-28
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Rochesterfest Grand Parade • 2pm

Rochester Electrified  
Home & Vehicle Show 

8am-2pm • Olmsted County Fairgrounds



Sharon Choi • 2nd Grade • Gibbs Elementary • Mrs. Carty
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Independence Day Observed 
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center
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Independence Day

E-bikes offer numerous benefits: enhanced physical and mental  
health, environmental advantages, and convenient commuting.  

Purchase a new e-Bike and apply for a $150 CONSERVE & SAVE™  
rebate from RPU! Visit www.rpu.org to download a rebate application.



Jocelyn Weiss • 3rd Grade • Hoover Elementary • Mrs. Kane
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Did your existing cooling system NOT beat the summer heat? RPU 
offers rebates on new energy efficient cooling equipment such as 

central air conditioners and air source or ground source heat 
pumps. Visit www.rpu.org to download a rebate application.
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RPU Board Meeting 
Budget Study Session 

4pm • RPU Service Center

AUGUST 2026
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RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center



Zoey Robinson • 4th Grade • Bishop Elementary • Ms. Reishus
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Replace old, inefficient toilets with WaterSense® labeled  
models and you can reduce water usage by 20%–60%  
which is nearly 13,000 gallons per year! You can also  
apply for a $25 CONSEVE & SAVE™ rebate from RPU.

Labor Day 
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center
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Grandparents Day
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Sophia Truong • 5th Grade • Gibbs Elementary • Mr. Ackerman
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RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center Halloween

Columbus Day

Public Power Week 
October 4-10
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Hunt Vampire Power with a Kill A Watt® meter! Learn how much 
energy and money can be saved by replacing, unplugging, or using  
a smart power strip. RPU has Kill A Watt® meters that you can use 

 in your home for free! Call 507-280-1500 to reserve one today. 



Aamna Ahmad • 3rd Grade • Gibbs Elementary • Mrs. Derr
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Veterans’ Day 
RPU OFFICES CLOSED

Thanksgiving Day 
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Election Day

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center
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Day After Thanksgiving 
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Need a new dishwasher for holiday clean-up? Energy Star®  
certified dishwashers are 12% more energy efficient and  

30% more water efficient than regular models, plus you can  
apply for an electric rebate up to $40 from RPU.

+



Zara Ramanan • 4th Grade • Bamber Valley Elementary • Mrs. Walske
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Do you need new appliances for the New Year? Purchase  
Energy Star® and Energy Star® Most Efficient qualified products  

to save energy and money! Plus, RPU offers CONSERVE & SAVE™  
rebates on many appliances, some with a bonus recycling rebate!  

Visit www.rpu.org to download a rebate application.

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center

First Day of Winter Kwanzaa Begins 
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Juliette Park • 5th Grade • Lincoln Elementary • Mrs. Olson
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
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RPU Board Meeting 
4pm • RPU Service Center
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Make a New Year’s Resolution to conserve water by purchasing 
WaterSense® qualified products. RPU offers rebates on  

clothes washers, clothes washer/dryer all-in-one combinations,  
high efficiency toilets, rain barrels, and weather-based irrigation  
controllers. Visit www.rpu.org to download a rebate application.


